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The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2022 

8:00 p.m. 
 
 

Candlelight Worship Service 
Introduction:  In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of 
the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace 

of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful 

news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the 

light of Christ with the whole world. 
 

Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements        * Congregation rises in body and/or spirit 
 

Gathering 
*Litany for the Advent Wreath 
P:  Welcome tonight to a celebration like no other!   C: This is the night of the Holy Birth! 

P:  The people who once lived in darkness have been given a great light. 

C:  Praise be to God who has heard our cries.   

P:   Let the love of Jesus be born into your hearts. 

C:  Open our hearts to receive this blessed gift. 

P:  Rejoice, good friends, the Good News is here! 

C:  Christ our Savior is Born!  Hallelujah!  Amen.    Light all the Advent candles. 
 

*Hymn:                             “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  vs. 1& 2                            # 283 
 

Special Music:  “What Child Is This?”                                           Played by Taylor Robshaw 
 

The Good News of Christmas 
 

Scripture Reading:  Luke 2: 1-7 
      1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  
3All went to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  Word of God, word of life.     

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Christmas Hymn:        “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  vs. 1                    Sung acapella 

God rest ye merry gentlemen let nothing you dismay.  Remember Christ our Savior was 

born on Christmas Day to save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray.  Oh, 

tidings of comfort and joy.  Comfort and joy.  Oh tidings of comfort and joy. 



Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-14 
        8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for I bring you 

good news of great joy for all the people.  11To you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you.  You will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" Word of God, word of life.     

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music:   Cathy Hinrichs and Tinley Wetzell 
 

*Gospel Acclamation   pg. 171 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

*Christmas Gospel:  Luke 2:15-20                                                    Pastor Chelsey Weech 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter.  C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

    15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:   Praise to you, O Christ.     Please be seated. 
 

Children’s Sermon:                              “Jingle Bells” 
Congregation sing acapella as the children come forwards. 

Dashing through the snow in a one-horse open sleigh o'er the fields we go laughing all the 

way bells on bobtails ring making spirits bright what fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing 

song tonight! 
Congregation sing as the children return to their seats. 

Jingle bells, jingle bells jingle all the way oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open 

sleigh, hey!  Jingle bells, jingle bells jingle all the way oh what fun it is to ride in a one-

horse open sleigh! 
 

Sermon:                                                                                                    Pastor Chelsey Weech 
 

*Hymn of the Day:        “Angels We Have Heard on High”  vs. 1                      # 289 

*Sharing of the Peace:  P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.   C: And also with you. 
Share the peace with your neighbors.        Please be seated. 

 

Choir: “Run, Run to Bethlehem” 

 
Please pass the Welcome Pad to those sharing the pew.   

Our offering is a significant act of worship; we worship God through our giving.   

The ministry of this congregation is completely dependent upon your partnership and generosity.   

Ushers will pass offering plates to you in each pew and then bring forward to the altar.   

Please rise. 

 

*Offertory:                          "O Little Town of Bethlehem"  vs. 1                      # 279 
1.  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie.  Above thy deep and dreamless 

sleep the silent stars go by.  Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light.   

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

*Offertory Prayer 
P:   Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross.  

As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend your care 

among the hungry and all in need.  In Jesus’ name we pray.     

C:  Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 
P:  The Lord be with you.    C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts.    C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

*Preface 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

     In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a 

new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to 

love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 
*“Go Tell It on the Mountain”   Refrain                                                                            # 290 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 



*Words of Institution 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.     

C:  Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

*Invitation to Communion:   
P: Come to the table where Christ meets you. Eat, rejoice, and be glad!     

C: Thanks be to God. 
Ushers will guide you up the center aisle, tonight we have two serving lines.  Receive a wafer and continue to the 

prefilled communion cups at the corner of the pews.  Grape juice is clear.  Please turn away from trays when 

taking your communion and throw away used cup.  After you receive communion, you may go to the altar for silent 

reflection.  Return down the side aisles. 

Please be seated. 
 

Communion Hymns 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”  # 290      “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  # 288 
Prayer after Communion 
P:  Let us pray.  Our gracious Father in heaven, we praise you this Christmas Eve, knowing that 

unto us a child was born.  Because of your grace, we are no longer a people walking in 

darkness, for by faith we have seen the great light.   

C:  Amen. 
 

Lighting the Candles 
Make sure to hold your candle upright when you light it. 

To keep the wax from running on you and the pews. 
 

Candlelight Hymn:                “Silent Night, Holy Night!”                                    # 281 
1.  Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin mother and child, 

holy infant so tender and mild.  Sleep in heavenly peace.  Sleep in Heavenly peace. 

2.  Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight.  Glories stream from heaven 

afar.  Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia!  Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is 

born! 
Verse 3 sung acapella and lift your candle 

3.  Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light.  Radiant beams from your holy 

face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth; Jesus, Lord, at your 

birth. 
Versus repeated 

1.  Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin mother and child, 

holy infant so tender and mild.  Sleep in heavenly peace.  Sleep in Heavenly peace. 
 

Christmas Prayer 

P:   Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this Holy Night shine with the brightness of the One 

True Light.  Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence, and in the last 

day wake to the brightness of his glory.  

C:  Amen.         
Extinguish the Candles. 
 

Sent to Serve 
 

*Benediction    Please stand as you are able. 

P:   May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.    

C:  Amen. 

P:   May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.   

C: Amen. 

P:   May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.    

C:  Amen. 

P:   And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you always.    

 
 

*Sending Hymn:                   “Joy to the World”   vs. 1 - 2                                   # 267 
 

*Dismissal 
P:   Go in peace.  Remember the poor.    

C: Amen. 
 

Postlude 



Welcome and Merry Christmas to all who are worshipping with us this evening, especially our 

guests.  We invite everyone to sign the Welcome Pad during the offering.   

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of communion!  Come, taste and see that  

the Lord is good.  Ushers will guide you up the center aisle.  For those who do not wish  

to receive communion, please cross your arms across your chest to indicate you would  

like a blessing.  Welcome to the table. 
 

Prayer Concerns:  Judy Johnson, Tara Johnson, Stan Urban, Luanne McDivitt, Burdette 

Sandrock, Dick Minssen, Rachel Lyman daughter of Ken & Ellen Pannier, Garth Gardner, 

Bonnie Segura sister-in-law of Jeanne Frank, Ron Roselieb father of Rhonda Bohms, Lee Ann 

Trexler sister of Kerry Meyer, Caleb Cleaver great nephew of Lynda VanDyke, Rick Chapman 

husband of Mindy Chapman.  Serving in the military: Charlie Davis grandson of Ken & Ellen 

Pannier, Brett Emery and Sean Pratt sons of Drew & Becky Emery, Donnie Appleman son-in-

law of Larry & Lynda VanDyke, Patrick Kelly grandson of Kathy Kelly, Anna Olsen wife of 

Kent Olsen, Madison Scace great granddaughter of Burdette & Dea Sandrock, Kyle Ullmark 

grandson-in-law of Glenda Sampson.   
 

2023 Boxed Envelopes are in your mailboxes.  Thank you to everyone for your continued 

support of our FLC ministries. 
 

Christmas Morning worship will be held on Sunday, December 25th at 10:00 a.m.  Worship, 

will be Lessons and Carols.  A potluck soup, bread and dessert lunch will be served following 

worship.  Everyone is welcome, please invite your family and friends! 
 

Sidewalk Shoveling:  We are looking for someone to shovel the church sidewalks this winter.  

Please contact the office if you can help with this task.  
 

The no parking sign in our church parking lot is for the neighbors who live downstairs.  With 

all the school vehicles that park in our lot all day the family has requested to leave that stall 

open during the week.  They can see all the way to Main Street and enjoy watching the town 

activities as they are unable to get out.  During any church events that stall is open for anyone to 

use. 

Assisting In Our Worship 

Organist . . . Jeanne Frank  Reader . . . Paul McCracken 

FLC Contact Information 

Church Office – 815-537-2758 Website:  www.firstlutheran-ptown.org 

FLC Email: ptownflc@gmail.com Facebook: First Lutheran Church of Prophetstown 

Pastor Chelsey Weech – Cell: 815-499-3217     Email: ptownflcpastor@gmail.com 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com   Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress   All rights reserved. 
Permission to use some music granted by One License, #A-728537. 

            Poinsettias 
 

The Poinsettias that decorate the sanctuary are given in memory and honor of loved ones. 
 

In Memory   Given By 

Bill & Lucille Florschuetz,  Stan & Luanne Urban and Family 

Byron & Mable Urban 
 

Lawrence & Lola Book,  Darryl & Lelia Gibson and Family 

Ronald & Evelyn Gibson 
 

Eugene & Smaida Bollman,  Dave & Pam Strike, Hannah, Heather 

Merle & Shirley Strike 
 

Patrick Hinrichs, Walter Hinrichs, Gary & Cathy Hinrichs and Family 

Dean & Helen Sandrock 
 

Orval & Wilma Johnson  Orval & Connie Johnson 
 

Jack Carlson    Jan Carlson, Kristin, Eric, Lisa and Families 
 

Orval & Wilma Johnson  Dan & Karen Buck and Family 
 

John, Janet, Michael Gay,  Laurie & Doug Gay 

Charles & Eleanor Hynson 
 

Glen, Brian, Brent and Amy Scott Marlene Scott and Family 
 

Our Family Members   Dave & Kerry Meyer 
 

Carole Minssen   Dick Minssen 
 

Avis Chamberlain   Marcia Chamberlain 
 

Darrel (Doc) and Doug Sampson, Glenda Sampson 

Bruce Scheidegger 
 

In Honor   Given By 

Betty Hinrichs    Gary & Cathy Hinrichs and Family 
 

Family and Friends   Laurie & Doug Gay 
 

In Honor of Our Family  Ron & Joan Johnson 
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