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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022 

 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Setting Six 

 

Introduction to the Day:  Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. 

The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During 

these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, 

ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to 

celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements  * Congregation rises in body and/or spirit 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Question of the Day 
 

*Gathering Song:             “The King Shall Come”   vs. 1 - 3                            # 260 
 

*Litany for the Advent Wreath 
P:  Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

C: Bless us as this light grows. 

P:  Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your promises. 

C: Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at hand. 

P:  Bless us as we gather here in love and thanksgiving.  

C: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Light all the candles. 
 

*Hymn:                      “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”                       # 240 
4.  Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.  He is coming, 

tell the glad tidings.  Let your lights be shining! 
Please be seated. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-16 
         10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 
13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that 

you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds 

and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the 



child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 

are in dread will be deserted.”   Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 80:1-7 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4O LORD God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

Second Reading:  Romans 1:1-7 
       1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel 

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to 

be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about 

the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be 

saints:   Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Word of God, word of life.    

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation   pg. 171 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

*Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-25 
P:  The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the first chapter.       

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
         18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 

and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place 

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with 

us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 

her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named 

him Jesus.   The Gospel of the Lord.      

C: Praise to you, O Christ.         
Please be seated. 

 

Sermon:                                                                                                    Pastor Chelsey Weech 

 
Please rise. 

*Hymn of the Day:       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   vs. 1 - 3                          # 279 
 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
P:   Living together in trust and hope we confess our faith. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will  

come to judge the living and the dead.   

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.    

C: And also with you. 
Share the peace with your neighbors.         
Please be seated. 

 

Choir Anthem:   “A New King Is Coming” 

 

 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please pass the Welcome Pad to those sharing the pew. 



Ushers will pass offering plates to you in each pew and then bring forward to the altar. 
Our offering is a significant act of worship; we worship God through our giving.  The ministry of this 

congregation is completely dependent upon your partnership and generosity.      

 

Please rise. 

*Offertory:                        “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                                  # 182 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

*Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray.  God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 

the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

*Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you.    

C: And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts.        

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*Preface 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all 

things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

*Holy, Holy, Holy   pg. 173 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth  

are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me.   

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Invitation to Communion 
P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Thanks be to God.        
Ushers will guide you to Pastor to receive a wafer then you will continue to the prefilled communion cups at the 

corner of the pews.  Grape juice is clear.  Please turn away from trays when taking your communion and throw 

away used cup.  After you receive communion, you may go to the altar for silent reflection.  Return down the side 
aisles. 

Please be seated. 

 

Communion Hymns 
Lamb of God pg. 174        

“We Come to the Hungry Feast”  # 479 

“One in Royal David’s City”  # 269 

 

Prayer After Communion 
P:  Let us pray.   

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 

fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of 

your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*Blessing 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 



*Sending Hymn:                     “Canticle of the Turning”                                  # 723 

 

*Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.     

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially our guests.  We invite 

everyone to sign the Welcome Pad during the offering.  All are welcome to receive the 

sacrament of communion!  Come, taste and see that the Lord is good.  Ushers will guide  

you up the center aisle.  For those who do not wish to receive communion, please cross your 

arms across your chest to indicate you would like a blessing.  Welcome to the table. 

This Week at First Lutheran 
Today:   9:00 a.m. Worship & Communion 

  10:15 a.m. Choir Singing at Allure Nursing Home 

Monday:   6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 

Wednesday:   6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Friday:   Pastor Chelsey’s Day Off 

Saturday:   Christmas Eve 

  8:00 p.m. Worship, Communion, Candle Lights 

Next Sunday:   Christmas Day 

  10:00 a.m. Worship, Lessons & Carols 

  11:00 a.m. Soup and Bread Lunch 

Next Monday:  Office Closed 

 

2023 Boxed Envelopes are in your mailboxes.  Thank you to everyone for your continued 

support of our FLC ministries. 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve:  Please help beautify the sanctuary on Christmas Eve with a 

poinsettia. Please have your plants to church for the Sat. Dec. 24th 8:00 p.m. service.  Plants are 

to be taken home following Christmas morning worship.  Forms for your information are on the 

sanctuary table.  Please complete and give your form to the church office today. 

 

Christmas Eve worship will be held on Saturday, December 24th at 8:00 p.m.  Worship, 

Communion, Candlelights.  Everyone is welcome please invite your family and friends! 

 

Christmas Morning worship will be held on Sunday, December 25th at 10:00 a.m.  Worship, 

will be Lessons and Carols.  A potluck soup, bread and dessert lunch will be served following 

worship.  Everyone is welcome, please invite your family and friends! 

 

Prayers to Burnell Howlett on the passing of his wife Illene.  She passed away on Friday, 

December 9th.  A summer family memorial will be planned. 

 

Thank you to WELCA for the lovely poinsettia plant. Merry Christmas! Betty Reichard 

 

Sidewalk Shoveling:  We are looking for someone to shovel the church sidewalks this winter.  

Please contact the office if you can help with this task.  
 

The no parking sign in our church parking lot by our neighbor’s house is for them to see out 

the window.  With all the school vehicles that park in our lot all day the family has requested  

to leave that stall open during the week.  They can see all the way to Main Street and enjoy 

watching the town activities as they are unable to get out.  During any church events that stall  

is open for anyone to use. 

 

 

 

Assisting In Our Worship 

Organist-Jeanne Frank Cantor-Paul McCracken 

Reader-Mark Melton  Acolyte-Mason Minssen 

Last Week’s Stewardship Record 

Attendance: 106  Youth Program Offering: $ 7,036.00 

FLC Contact Information 

Church Office: 815-537-2758   Website: www.firstlutheran-ptown.org 

FLC Email: ptownflc@gmail.com   Facebook:  First Lutheran Church of Prophetstown 

Pastor Chelsey Weech: Cell: 815-499-3217   Pastor’s Email: ptownflcpastor@gmail.com 
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