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Order of Worship 
Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

Introduction to the Day:  We celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ by singing and praising during our 

worship service today. In our gathering, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days 

of old. Let us rejoice and be glad today, as we join together for our lessons and carols service.  
 

Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements          * Congregation rises in body and/or spirit 

Gathering 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.    C: And also with you. 
 

Gathering Song:             “Angels We Have Heard on High” vs 1&2                  # 289 
1-Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the mountains  

in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2-Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?  What the  

gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 
 

Christmas Dialogue 
P:  Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 

C: By day and night he shines for all to see. 

P:  Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

C: that the world may see the grace of God. 

P:  God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 

C: so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

P:  Jesus is the light of the world. 

C: Jesus is the light of our lives. 

P:  Sing to God a new song! 

C: A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 

Opening Prayer 
P:  The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray.  Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in 

our darkness—a beam of light that shines through Jesus.  Though born in a manger,  

he is the firstborn of all creation.  Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.   

Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts.    C: Amen. 
 

Special Music: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”      Played by Jeanne Frank, Aaron Johnson 
 



Lessons and Carols 
Congregation sings hymns. 

First Reading:  Genesis 1:1-5 
     1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

Hymn:                             “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   vs. 1 & 4                             # 257 

1.  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that morns in lonely  

exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

4.  O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain. 
 

Second Reading:  Micah 5:2-5a 
     2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 

the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  4And he shall stand and feed his flock 

in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they shall 

live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace.  

If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven 

shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 
 

Hymn:                              “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   vs. 1 & 4                              # 279 

1.  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  Above thy deep and  

dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; yet in the dark streets shineth the  

everlasting light.  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

4.  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in,  

be born in us today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  

oh come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 
 

Third Reading:  Luke 1:26-31 
     26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's 

name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  

Hymn:                                       “Away in a Manger”   vs. 1 & 2                                    # 277 

1.  Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his  

sweet head; the stars on the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little  

Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2.  The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying  

he makes.  I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky and stay  

by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Fourth Reading:  Matthew 1:18-21 
     18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 

and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."  
 

Hymn:                                 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   vs. 1 & 4                                    # 283 

1.  Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  Oh come ye, oh come ye to 

Bethlehem; come and behold him, born the King of angels: 

Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

4.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!  

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
 

Fifth Reading:  Luke 2:8-14 
     8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 

Hymn:                                          “The First Noel”   vs. 1 & 2                                            # 300 

1.  The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  Born is the King of Israel. 

2.  They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far; and to the earth  

it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 



Sixth Reading:  Matthew 2:1-6                                                                             Cathy Hinrichs 
      1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told 

him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6'And you, Bethlehem, 

in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 

a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
 

Reflection                                                                                                             Cathy Hinrichs 
 

Hymn:                                      “Silent Night, Holy Night!”   vs. 1 - 3                               # 281 

1.  Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin mother and child, 

holy infant so tender and mild.  Sleep in heavenly peace.  Sleep in Heavenly peace. 
2.  Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight.  Glories stream from heaven afar.  

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia!  Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3.  Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light.  Radiant beams from your holy 

face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth; Jesus, Lord, at your 

birth. 
 

Seventh Reading:  Matthew 2:7-11 
      7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

*Responsive Prayer 
P:  In his light, draw all to the manger to gather in wonder with the shepherds. In his light, draw 

all to the manger to kneel in admiration with the wise ones. In his light, draw all to the manger 

to sing for joy with the angels. In the brightness of his life cast away the darkness in the world. 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.  

C: In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.  Amen. 
 

*Sharing of the Peace 
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.    C: And also with you. 

Share the peace with your neighbors.   

Please be seated. 

Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the 

coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.      

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 
 

*Blessing 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

  
 

*Sending Hymn:           “Go Tell It on the Mountain”   vs. 1 & 2                         # 290 
Refrain:   Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go tell it on  

the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

1.  While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold,  

throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  Refrain  

2.  The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth rang out  

the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 

 

*Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace.  Share the joy of Christ.    

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
 



Welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially our guests.  We invite 

everyone to sign the Welcome Pad during the offering.   
 

This Week at First Lutheran 
 

Today:   Christmas Day 

  10:00 a.m. Worship, Lessons & Carols 

  11:00 a.m. Soup and Bread Lunch 

Monday:   Office Closed 

Friday:   Pastor Chelsey’s Day Off 

Saturday:   New Year’s Eve 

Next Sunday:   New Year’s Day 

  10:00 a.m. Worship, Lessons & Carols 

Next Monday:  Office Closed 

 

Merry Christmas!! 
 

Prayer Concerns:  Judy Johnson, Tara Johnson, Stan Urban, Luanne McDivitt, Burdette 

Sandrock, Dick Minssen, Rachel Lyman daughter of Ken & Ellen Pannier, Garth Gardner, 

Bonnie Segura sister-in-law of Jeanne Frank, Ron Roselieb father of Rhonda Bohms, Lee Ann 

Trexler sister of Kerry Meyer, Caleb Cleaver great nephew of Lynda VanDyke, Rick Chapman 

husband of Mindy Chapman.  Serving in the military: Charlie Davis grandson of Ken & Ellen 

Pannier, Brett Emery and Sean Pratt sons of Drew & Becky Emery, Donnie Appleman son-in-

law of Larry & Lynda VanDyke, Patrick Kelly grandson of Kathy Kelly, Anna Olsen wife of 

Kent Olsen, Madison Scace great granddaughter of Burdette & Dea Sandrock, Kyle Ullmark 

grandson-in-law of Glenda Sampson.   
 

Soup, bread and desserts will be served in the fellowship hall following worship.  Everyone is 

welcome! 

 

2023 Boxed Envelopes are in your mailboxes.  Thank you to everyone for your continued 

support of our FLC ministries. 
 

New Year’s Day:  Sunday morning worship is at 10:00 a.m. There will be Lessons & Carols, 

no communion will be served.  Everyone is welcome, please invite your family and friends! 
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Poinsettias 
 

The Poinsettias that decorate the sanctuary are given in memory and honor of loved ones. 
 

In Memory   Given By 

Bill & Lucille Florschuetz,  Stan & Luanne Urban and Family 

Byron & Mable Urban 
 

Lawrence & Lola Book,  Darryl & Lelia Gibson and Family 

Ronald & Evelyn Gibson 
 

Eugene & Smaida Bollman,  Dave & Pam Strike, Hannah, Heather 

Merle & Shirley Strike 
 

Patrick Hinrichs, Walter Hinrichs, Gary & Cathy Hinrichs and Family 

Dean & Helen Sandrock 
 

Orval & Wilma Johnson  Orval & Connie Johnson 
 

Jack Carlson    Jan Carlson, Kristin, Eric, Lisa and Families 
 

Orval & Wilma Johnson  Dan & Karen Buck and Family 
 

John, Janet, Michael Gay,  Laurie & Doug Gay 

Charles & Eleanor Hynson 
 

Glen, Brian, Brent and Amy Scott Marlene Scott and Family 
 

Our Family Members   Dave & Kerry Meyer 
 

Carole Minssen   Dick Minssen 
 

Avis Chamberlain   Marcia Chamberlain 
 

Darrel (Doc) and Doug Sampson, Glenda Sampson 

Bruce Scheidegger 
 

In Honor   Given By 

Betty Hinrichs    Gary & Cathy Hinrichs and Family 
 

Family and Friends   Laurie & Doug Gay 
 

In Honor of Our Family  Ron & Joan Johnson 

 


