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First Sunday after Christmas 
January 1, 2023 

 
 

Order of Worship 
Lessons and Carols 

 

Introduction to the Day:  We celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ by singing and praising 

during our worship service today. In our gathering, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and 

carry us as in days of old. Let us rejoice and be glad today, as we join together for our lessons 

and carols service.  
 

Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Gathering 
 

Gathering Question: How was your Christmas? What things did you enjoy this Christmas 

season?  
 

Gathering Song:         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   vs. 1 & 4                     # 257 
1.  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that morns in lonely  

exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

4.  O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain. 
 

Christmas Dialogue 
P:  Almighty God whose great love and compassion came into our world as an innocent little 

baby, plant in every heart your concern and care for all humankind.  May the light of Christ 

ignite our hearts and shine out brightly from our lives, proclaiming your salvation to all the 

earth. 

C:  May the light of God shine on us, 

May the love of Christ shine in us, 

May the life of the Spirit shine through us. 

This day and evermore 

Amen 
 

Opening Prayer 
P:  The Lord be with you.    

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray.  Gracious God, we come to worship with a song of thanks in our hearts, a song 

of redemption, a song of hope and renewal. We pray for joy in our hearts, hope in our God, 

love to forgive, and peace upon the earth.     

C: Amen. 



Lessons and Carols 
 

First Reading:  Luke 1:26-35 
       26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God.  

 

Hymn:                        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   vs. 1 & 4                           # 279 
1.  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  Above thy deep and  

dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; yet in the dark streets shineth the  

everlasting light.  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

4.  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in,  

be born in us today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  

oh come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 

Second Reading:  Luke 1:46-55 
       46And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is 

his name.  50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  51He has 

shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  52He 

has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the 

hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  54He has helped his servant Israel, in 

remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 

and to his descendants forever." 

 
Christmas Hymn:       “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  vs. 1                            # 270 
1.  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; peace on earth, and mercy 

mild, God and sinners reconciled.”  Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the 

skies; with angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain:  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

Third Reading:  Luke 2:1-7 
       1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Hymn:                                 “Away in a Manger”   vs. 1 & 2                                 # 277 
1.  Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his  

sweet head; the stars on the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little  

Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2.  The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  I 

love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

Fourth Reading:  Luke 2:8-14 
       8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 

Christmas Hymn:        “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  vs. 1                    Sung acapella 

1.  God rest ye merry gentlemen let nothing you dismay.  Remember Christ our Savior  

was born on Christmas Day to save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray.  

Oh, tidings of comfort and joy.  Comfort and joy.  Oh tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Fifth Reading:  Luke 2:15-20 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 



Hymn:                                    “The First Noel”   vs. 1 - 2                                       # 300 
1.  The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  Born is the King of Israel. 

2.  They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far; and to the earth  

it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 
 

Sixth Reading:  Matthew 2:1-6 
       1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told 

him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6'And you, Bethlehem, 

in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 

a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
 

Hymn:                                     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   vs. 1                                   # 283 

1.  Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  Oh come ye, oh come ye to 

Bethlehem; come and behold him, born the King of angels: 

Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

Seventh Reading:  Matthew 2:7-11 
       7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

Hymn:                                       “Let It Snow!  Let It Snow!”                              Sung acapella 

Oh, the weather outside is frightful but the fire is so delightful and since we've  

no place to go.  Let it snow! Let it snow! Let it snow! 

Man, it doesn't show signs of stopping and I've bought some corn for popping.  

The lights are turned way down low.  Let it snow! Let it snow! 

 

Christmas Humor                                                                                    Pastor Chelsey Weech 
 

*Hymn of the Day:               “What Child Is This”   vs. 1 & 3                            # 296 
1.  What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?  Whom angels greet 

with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?  This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son 

of Mary! 

3.  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him.  The King of 

kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.  Raise, raise the song on high, the 

virgin sings her lullaby; joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

* Responsive Prayer 
P:  In his light, draw all to the manger to gather in wonder with the shepherds. In his light, draw 

all to the manger to kneel in admiration with the wise ones. In his light, draw all to the manger 

to sing for joy with the angels. In the brightness of his life cast away the darkness in the world. 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.  

C: In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.  Amen. 
 

*Sharing of the Peace 
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.  C: And also with you. 

Share the peace with your neighbors.   
 

Please pass Welcome Pad to those sharing the pew. 

Our offering is a significant act of worship; we worship God through our giving.   

The ministry of this congregation is completely dependent upon your partnership and generosity. 
Ushers will pass offering plates to you in each pew and then bring forward to the altar. 

*Offertory:                   “Good Christian  Friends, Rejoice”    vs. 1                    #288 
1.  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what we 

say: Jesus Christ is born today; ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.  

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 

*Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation,  

and in this space we have feasted on your grace.  May your Word take flesh in us,  

that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    C: Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



Sending 
*Blessing 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.    C: Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn:            “Go Tell It on the Mountain”   vs. 1 & 2                         # 290 
Refrain:   Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go tell it on  

the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

1.  While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold,  

throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  Refrain  

2.  The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth rang out  

the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 

*Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace.  Share the love and peace of Christ.    

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

 

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially our guests.  We invite 

everyone to sign the Welcome Pad during the offering.   
 

This Week at First Lutheran 
Today:   New Year’s Day 

  10:00 a.m. Worship, Lessons & Carols 

  11:00 a.m. Cookie Fellowship 

Tuesday:   Office Closed 

Friday:   Pastor Chelsey’s Day Off 

    6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts 

Next Sunday:   7:30 a.m. Men in Mission 

  9:00 a.m. Worship – Baptism of Our Lord 

  10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:15 a.m. Christmas Decorations Removed, Lunch and Dessert 
 

Happy New Year!! 
 

Cookie Fellowship is today following worship.  Please enjoy these treats made by Pastor’s 

parents Martha & Robert Miller.  Thank You! 
 

Christmas Decorations will be removed on Sunday, January 8th following church.  Pizza will 

be ordered for lunch and desserts will be shared.  Everyone is welcome to help.  Thank You! 

Prayer Concerns:  Judy Johnson, Tara Johnson, Stan Urban, Luanne McDivitt, Burdette 

Sandrock, Dick Minssen, Rachel Lyman daughter of Ken & Ellen Pannier, Garth Gardner, 

Bonnie Segura sister-in-law of Jeanne Frank, Ron Roselieb father of Rhonda Bohms, Lee Ann 

Trexler sister of Kerry Meyer, Caleb Cleaver great nephew of Lynda VanDyke, Rick Chapman 

husband of Mindy Chapman.  Serving in the military: Charlie Davis grandson of Ken & Ellen 

Pannier, Brett Emery and Sean Pratt sons of Drew & Becky Emery, Donnie Appleman son-in-

law of Larry & Lynda VanDyke, Patrick Kelly grandson of Kathy Kelly, Anna Olsen wife of 

Kent Olsen, Madison Scace great granddaughter of Burdette & Dea Sandrock, Kyle Ullmark 

grandson-in-law of Glenda Sampson.   
 

Update for Prayer Concerns List:  We would like to take this time to let you know we are 

updating the policy.  This will be a Synod wide change.  Please note that prayers will be listed 

for three weeks and then removed.  This will keep it current for the growing needs of our 

church family.  Please contact the church office to add names to the prayer list.   
 

2023 Boxed Envelopes are in your mailboxes.  Thank you to everyone for your continued 

support of our FLC ministries. 
 

Usher sign-up sheet is on the table for you to sign to help FLC for this year.  Thank you for 

your time and talents. 

 
 

Assisting In Our Worship 

Organist – Jeanne Frank Cantor – Randy Roland 

Last Week’s Stewardship Record 

Christmas Eve Attendance:  Members–82, Visitors-39 

Offering:  $ 3,904.00 

Christmas Day:  Attendance:  45;  Offering: $ 570.00 

FLC Contact Information 

      Church Office - 815-537-2758 Website:  www.firstlutheran-ptown.org 

FLC Email: ptownflc@gmail.com Facebook:  First Lutheran Church of Prophetstown 

      Pastor Chelsey Weech - Cell: 815-499-3217, Pastor’s Email: ptownflcpastor@gmail.com 
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