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Baptism or Our Lord 
January 8, 2023 

 
 
 

Order of Worship 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Setting Four 

 

Introduction to the Day:  In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this 

great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be 

a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism, we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named 

God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of 

God’s healing. 
 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements  * Congregation rises in body and/or spirit 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us 

birth, our light and our salvation. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.  

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 

which you took delight.  Through the waters of the flood, you delivered Noah and his family.  

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son 

was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your word, you claim us 

as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.  We praise you for 

the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 

Christ.   Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

C:  Amen. 
 

*Gathering Song:                 “Gather Us In”   vs. 1 - 3                                          # 532 
 

*Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
Please be seated. 
 

Canticle of Praise    pg. 148 – 149 

A:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

C:  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. 



       Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

       For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray.  O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 

their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading:  Isaiah 42:5-9 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out 

the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 

walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and 

kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes 

that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 

darkness.  8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  
9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring 

forth, I tell you of them.   Word of God, word of life.     C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29 
 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 

Second Reading:  Acts 10:34-43 
       34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows 

no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.”    Word of God, word of life.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation     pg. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  
 

*Gospel:  Matthew 3:13-17 
P:  The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the third chapter.       

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
           13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 

have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”   The Gospel of the Lord.      

C: Praise to you, O Christ.         
Please be seated. 
 

Sermon:                                                                                                    Pastor Chelsey Weech 
 

Please rise. 

*Hymn of the Day:     “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”   vs. 1 - 3                 # 659 
 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
P:   Living together in trust and hope we confess our faith. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will  

come to judge the living and the dead.   

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Please be seated. 



*Sharing of the Peace 
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.    

C: And also with you. 
Share the peace with your neighbors.         

Please be seated. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
A:  Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  
Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
A:  Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal 
the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
A:  Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities 
to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, for 
peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
A:  Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from 
oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first 
responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving 
or experiencing crisis, especially those we name in our hearts.  Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
A:  We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Please pass the Welcome Pad to those sharing the pew. 

Ushers will pass offering plates to you in each pew and then bring forward to the altar. 
Our offering is a significant act of worship; we worship God through our giving.  The ministry of this 

congregation is completely dependent upon your partnership and generosity.      

 
Please rise. 

*Offering:                              “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                               # 186 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.   

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me.   

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

*Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 

nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 

know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn:    “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”   vs. 1 - 3                  # 543 

 

*Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you.     

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially our guests.   

We invite everyone to sign the Welcome Pad during the offering.   

 

This Week at First Lutheran 
 

Today:   7:30 a.m. Men in Mission 

  9:00 a.m. Worship 

  10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:15 a.m. Remove Christmas Decorations and Lunch 

Monday:   1:00 p.m. WELCA at Church 

  6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 

Tuesday:   7:00 p.m. Committee Meetings 

    8:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Wednesday:   6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday:   10:30 a.m. P-town Community Christians Meeting at Methodist Church 

Friday:   Pastor Chelsey’s Day Off 

Next Sunday:  9:00 a.m. Worship & Communion, Install Council 

  NO Sunday School 

 

Today is Baptism of Our Lord.  We have a family baptism card for you.  Please pick-up your 

card on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Christmas Decorations will be removed today following church.  Pizza will be ordered for 

lunch and desserts will be shared.  Everyone is welcome to help.  Thank You! 

 

Installation of our council will be held during worship next week on Sunday, January 15th.  

We thank everyone for their time and talents! 

 

Update for Prayer Concerns List:  We would like to take this time to let you know we have 

updated the policy.  Please note that prayers will be listed for three weeks and then removed.  

This will keep it current for the growing needs of our church family.  Please contact the church 

office to add names to the prayer list.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisting In Our Worship 

Organist-Jeanne Frank 

Cantor-Randy Roland 

Reader-Orval Johnson 

 

Last Week’s Stewardship Record 

Attendance:   54 

Dec. 30, 2022 Offering: $ 1,300.00 

Jan. 1, 2023 Offering: $ 1,891.00 

 

FLC Contact Information 

Church Office: 815-537-2758 

Website: www.firstlutheran-ptown.org 

FLC Email: ptownflc@gmail.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church of Prophetstown 

Pastor Chelsey Weech: Cell: 815-499-3217 

Pastor’s Email: ptownflcpastor@gmail.com 
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